Llŷn Iveragh Ecomuseums
Year Review 2021

As 2021 draws to a close, we are looking back at
everything the LIVE project has achieved over the
past year. The year has been a busy one; our team has
nearly doubled in size, and so too has the number of
project outputs, from festivals and events to learning
resources, videos and themed walking maps. This
review summarises some of what we have been up
to this year.

LIVE Project - Year Review 2021

1

Perceptions of
Iveragh
One of the first tasks of LIVE was to identify knowledge gaps and those aspects of the
Iveragh peninsula’s natural heritage that are important to local communities. We had no
baseline for this, but it was critical in designing the knowledge gathering programmes
and steering the project. Of course, the communities of Iveragh are rich with stories,
information, and knowledge about their localities. It was important for LIVE to identify
where best to focus attention to benefit communities in gathering and sharing new and
existing knowledge.
As well as finding out about what people know, we wanted to find out what was
important to people; we wanted to listen to people’s suggestions for the project and
discover whether there were differences across the peninsula. We used an online survey
as we were unable to hold face-to-face workshops.
We are so grateful to the 80 people who completed the survey. Almost a year later, we
still refer to these responses regularly. We have summarised key findings below.

Four main categories of environmental knowledge emerged: people mentioned specific species such as the curlew, general
wildlife such as marine life, natural features such as the dark skies, and cultural aspects such as cultural connections to nature. In
addition, there is a strong desire to learn more about the relationship between natural and cultural heritage. The study identified
knowledge gaps and aspects of the natural environment that have been included in engagement initiatives and knowledgegathering programmes.
Natural features such as beautiful scenery, mountains, and the coast have the strongest influence on individuals’ well-being and
sense of pride in their local area, followed by cultural aspects such as local history.
Individuals interact with their natural environment through a wide variety of outdoor activities, including walking, hiking,
gardening, swimming, and birdwatching. Iveragh people certainly get out and about!
The main suggestions for sustainable off-season tourism made by communities were the promotion of outdoor activities, the
Dark Sky Reserve, local festivals and workshops, nature trails and guided walks, and resources for tourism.
The data revealed a significant coastal trend for personal well-being, sense of pride, and natural features; a keen interest in
natural heritage, even when there is no direct economic benefit; and a strong link between nature and culture across the
peninsula
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Soli Levi, who carried out the
survey, left LIVE with a list of
very clear recommendations about
removing barriers to accessing
information, communicating to
audiences who weren’t represented
in the survey responses, involving
and including communities in our
work and providing resources for
residents as well as visitors. She also
noted some of the respondents’ more
general observations, such as a lack
of morale and faith in policymakers,
community fragmentation, and a
perceived prioritisation of providing
services and accommodation for
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visitors over residents. While LIVE
will not be able to address these
issues, some are repeated elsewhere
in regions where the ecomuseum
model has been effective. They are
also linked closely to those issues
that are addressed by the Wales
Wellbeing of Future Generations
Act. Ireland does not have
comparable legislation, so we follow
the Welsh act as a scaffolding for
how we work within the project
and hope that by espousing a
regenerative model of tourism,
some of these socio-economic issues
will also be addressed.
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Pen Llŷn
We worked on a project looking at the birds of
the peninsula, including curlews, and how land
management impacts their numbers. Using the
‘mantle of the expert’ approach, we set the group
the task to find out about birds, their habitats and
threats in the area and learn about the LIVE project.
Beginning with online presentations and setting
tasks for the pupils, who completed bird surveys at
home, they then compiled the results and presented
them to Knowledge Gatherer, Ben Porter, and
Rob Parkinson, Programming and Partnerships
Manager for the LIVE project on Pen Llŷn. Finally,
the children also worked on a curlew art project,
drawing curlew pictures for world curlew day. The
artwork aspect of their assignment was further
enhanced by getting a local artist to help create lino
prints of some of the birds they had recorded.

School
Workshops

In developing our Big 5 programme, we worked
with Llanbedrog primary school and Botwnnog
secondary school. The concept here was to select five
species found in the area and use them to develop a

Both on Iveragh and Pen Llŷn, we have worked with
primary schools to share our knowledge with local
children. These have allowed us to build positive
relationships with the various schools, which we hope
to use as a launchpad to begin some cross border
partnerships between the schools of both areas in 2022.
On Pen Llŷn, some work has also been done with
secondary schools in the region.

walking map that leads the walker through areas
where they can be seen. We took the children out
for nature walks to explore the site, and they helped
select the big 5 species. We also ran art workshops
for the kids with the local artists who completed the
map and illustrations. This was followed up with
workshops in the schools.

Looking at some of the projects we worked on below,
it is clear to see where the benefits to the local children
lie. Additionally, as a team, we really enjoyed working
with these young minds and hearing what they had to
say about the areas in which they live.
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some activities with Ysgol Foel Gron. Looking at
how much better for wildlife less intensive traditional
meadows are in comparison to intensive agricultural
fields. This project will carry on next year with the
opportunity for the pupils to survey the plot for the
first time. We hope that this will become an annual
event within the school and progress and diversity of
plants can be recorded for years to come.
We have worked with a school looking at the

importance of pollinators, doing minibeast hunts on
the school grounds, and then creating solitary bee
homes with the children. We used bamboo canes cut
into short bits and recycled jars to put them in; the
children can then hang up on the school grounds or
take them home to their gardens.

A meadow creation project allowed us to lead on

4

LIVE Project - Year Review 2021

5

Learning
Resources
In addition to visiting schools and working directly with the children, LIVE
is keen to develop educational resources highlighting the natural heritage
of the Iveragh and Llŷn peninsulas. These resources will cater to various
interests, ages, and teachers and practitioners working in formal and informal
environmental education.

Iveragh
On Iveragh, we worked with the children of Scoil
Naomh Mhichil; Knowledge Gatherer Aoibheann
Lambe led a workshop based around the local poem,
the Song of Amergin, widely acknowledged as the
first poem in the Irish language. The workshop
gave the children an opportunity to engage with a
legendary part of local history. Guiding them through
the poem, the children were encouraged to imagine
themselves at the centre of the story and the natural
heritage mentioned. Having written their own lines
to complement the original piece, the children then
made drawings in the sand to demonstrate their own
relationship with nature.
We have also completed a series of workshops with
Scoil an Ghleanna. The first of these workshops
took place on the school grounds with knowledge
gatherers speaking to the children about pollinators,
native plants, and native wildlife that they can find in
the area, followed by a short walk where the children
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could identify some of these species. The idea behind
these events was to show the teachers, as well as the
students, what wildlife they can find within a small
radius around the school grounds.
Our second workshop with these children took place
on the beach, a short walk from the school. This
workshop showed the children the various creatures
and seaweed species found in the rockpools, some
information about the cetaceans that can be spotted
from the beach and a brief history of the area’s
geology. Both workshops were successful, with
parents from the school reporting that the children
were delighted to share the facts learned with their
families when they went home. We hope to that the
teachers will feel well enough equipped to repeat
some of these walks and lessons.
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Early in the year we worked with multiple agencies engaged in curlew
conservation in Ireland and Wales and created open-access digital media on
curlews, released in time for World Curlew Day. These included PowerPoint
presentations, teachers notes, activity sheets and accompanying videos.
Following this first foray into the world of education resources, we have
created educational resources on wildlife of the Iveragh peninsula including
the common lizard and the red-billed chough, which are available on our
website.
On Llŷn, we are developing the ‘Big 5 project’. The concept
here is to create physical and digital content that encourages
people to explore the wildlife in a specific area. Five species are
chosen to feature in a map depicting some of the habitats and
wildlife that you can see in that area. This encourages people to
explore and gives them a fresh understanding of the landscape
as a habitat for the species. We have created two Big 5 maps
this year, which will soon be available on our website.
We’re passionate about getting people of all ages outside and experiencing
nature first-hand and hope that providing resources that enable teachers to
use their own landscapes in their teaching will share that passion with the
local communities. Developing a range of open-source accessible resources
that can be used indoors or outdoors, in formal and/or informal education,
for personal or group experiential learning is of huge importance to the LIVE
Project. We are currently working on various digital outputs on geology,
native plants through the seasons, marine mammals, and more, so keep
checking the LIVE website for new and exciting learning resources.
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General Wildlife Sightings: Iveragh Collector Map
Soon after starting their fieldwork, the Knowledge Gatherers created an interactive
online map that they use collaboratively to record the plants and animals that they see.
This map is a useful database of the variety of animal and plant life that can be seen on
Iveragh at various times of the year. Where possible, our wildlife records contain all the
information necessary for them to be shared with the appropriate national organisations
such as the National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) and the Irish Whale and
Dolphin Group (IWDG). Some of the information needed by these organisations
includes the recorder’s name, date and time of the sighting, the location, and, of course,
the species itself. It is important to LIVE that we ensure that the results of the work we
do are available publicly after the end of the project.

Winter foraging habitats of the Red-billed Chough
Knowledge Gatherer Fiach Byrne undertook field surveys between November 2020
and February 2021 to investigate where Iveragh’s red-billed choughs feed during winter.
When choughs were recorded during these surveys, their coordinates were logged in
a separate map. These records will be submitted to the National Biodiversity Centre.

Marine Mammals

Wildlife
Records
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Since September 2020, a team of Knowledge Gatherers have
been working on the LIVE project investigating the natural
heritage of the Iveragh and Llŷn peninsulas. Through their
own fieldwork and casual observations, they have built up a
catalogue of records of the plants and animals they have seen.
They have also carried out structured surveys and asked the
local communities to submit sightings. In Ireland, these records
will be shared with the National Biodiversity Data Centre and
will be available for the public.
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Team members have recorded their cetacean (whale and dolphin) sightings throughout
the LIVE project using the Collector Map. In July 2021, marine biologist Christina
Winkler joined the project as a Knowledge Gatherer. She is looking for whales and
dolphins from headlands and tour boats around Iveragh. All cetacean records will be
compiled and passed to the IWDG in a format compatible with their ongoing Irish
monitoring schemes.

Iveragh Lizards
Overseen by Knowledge Gatherer Linda Lyne, the LIVE project launched a citizen
science project in May of 2021 to record public sightings of Ireland’s only native reptile,
the common lizard. Members of the LIVE team also recorded sightings, along with
information on habitat and general ecology. All lizard records were collected using
NBDC guidelines and will be shared with the organisation at the end of the Iveragh
Lizards project in September 2022.
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In early October, we participated in the
Iveragh Learning Landscapes festival,
a weekend event celebrating the local
landscape as an educational tool. We held
two workshops as part of this; a walk and
talk about the coastal birdlife and cetaceans
of Iveragh and a school workshop, where
KG, Anna Collyer teamed up with local
artist and storyteller Sean O’Laoghaire to
deliver a geology workshop to the children
of Portmagee School at the Kerry Cliffs.

Iveragh
Events
With Covid restrictions in place for much of the first half of 2021 on both
peninsulas, we could not hold in-person public events until August. The
first of our events were held during Heritage Week in late August and
comprised three ‘walk and talks’. Our subjects for these were Choughs
and Lizards of Valentia Island, Native woodland and wildlife of Carhan
Forest and, Geology and Marine Biology of Whitestrand. All three of
these events were fully booked, and for the team it was gratifying to be
able to meet people and share their enthusiasm for the project and their
species of interest.

Our most recent events were two 2day
Geology Lecture and Field trip events,
hosted by Dr Pat Meere and Anna Collyer.
These events included an evening lecture
and a field trip. They were aimed at locals
keen to learn more about their landscape for
personal interest or as a way of expanding
their business offering. We were also joined
by tour guides from elsewhere in Ireland
looking to expand their knowledge of
Iveragh. Following feedback from these
events we are looking to use this format
again in 2022.

We also partnered up with the Kerry Architecture Festival for an
event at Ballyhearney House, where Linda Lyne spoke about how
our historic architecture can make fantastic habitats for wildlife. This
partnership also led to Linda consulting on the building and placing of
an owl box on the property - we are patiently awaiting news of any owls
moving in! This was a lovely event as it allowed us to show how our
natural and built heritage coexists and thrive together.
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Building on the successful in-person events
held this autumn, we are excited to continue
to deliver in-person events throughout 2022.
Plans are already being made for a series
of outdoor walks from January. If you are
interested in receiving information about
our events, sign up to our mailing list or
follow our social media pages.
In addition to our outdoor events, we have
held a number of webinars over the past
year, all of which can be found on the video
gallery page of our website. Our Dark
Sky series of webinars in conjunction with
Kerry Dark Sky Tourism has been running
since June. These have proven to be widely
enjoyed, with attendees tuning in from all
over the country to listen to our resident
astronomer John Flannery and the various
special guests we have joining him every
month. This series is set to continue into
2022.
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Despite the tumultuous weather, 62 people
came along to join archaeologists Rhys
Mwyn, Katharina Möller and Dr Kate
Waddington from Bangor University
on guided walks to Castell Odo, Felin
Uchaf, Garn Boduan and Tre’r Ceiri.
Unfortunately, the Mynydd Rhiw guided
walk had to be cancelled due to the weather.
We have, however, created an online guide
of the walk which can be viewed and
downloaded from the LIVE website and
can be completed in your own time.

Gŵyl
Archeoleg Llŷn

A total of 99 people tuned into three evening
talks: The prehistoric highlights of Llŷn
with Rhys Mwyn, Exploring early medieval
carved stones of Llŷn with Prof. Nancy
Edwards, and The Pilgrimage Revival by
Lynne Stumpe. All talks were recorded and
are available to watch on the LIVE website
and YouTube channel.

During the last week of October, the #Ecoamgueddfa hosted a
brand new festival on the Llŷn Peninsula, Gwyl Archeoleg Llŷn /
Llŷn Archaeology Festival. The festival gave an insight into the Llŷn
Peninsula’s prehistoric past. The week was jam-packed with events that
included archaeological guided walks, three online talks, a historical
hunt for children in Nefyn, and an archaeological exhibition at the
Llŷn Maritime Museum, one of the seven heritage sites that form the
#Ecoamgueddfa.
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Holyhead to visit.
The exhibition
showcased the
findings
from
Bangor University’s excavation work
(2010 – 2015) of Meillionydd, a double ring
ringwork enclosure near the village of Rhiw
on the Llŷn Peninsula. A digital booklet of
the Meillionydd exhibition and the Hillforts
of Llŷn are currently in production and will
be published in the new year.
After an uncertain year and a half due
to Covid-19, it was great to host faceto-face events again. We want to take
this opportunity to thank everyone who
attended and helped organise the festival
this year; we look forward to welcoming
you again next year.

The exhibition at the Maritime Museum
was also well attended throughout the
week, with people travelling from as far as
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The following two days were packed full of visits, meetings, and scenic drives
around Iveragh. We were kindly given tours of the Valentia Slate Quarry and
Lighthouse and shown around the farm of Mike O’Shea, who participates in the
Social Farming programme. We were also given a tour of current community
initiatives in Sneem, of the gardens at Derrynane House, and we treated
ourselves to a Seaweed Discovery Walk with John Fitzgerald of Atlantic Irish
Seaweed.
Amongst all that, we squeezed in community presentations and conversations
in Knightstown, Cahersiveen, Sneem and Caherdaniel. The Welsh partners
presented their work which includes many decades developing the Llŷn
Landscape Partnership, the Ecoamgueddfaon Llŷn and the current work
looking at developing ways of assessing and measuring sustainable and
regenerative tourism and ensuring that it is having a positive impact on
communities in terms of environment, culture, and economy.

Fáilte go
Uíbh
Ráthagh

An integral part of the LIVE project is the cross-border
collaboration between communities and organisations in Ireland
and Wales. However, the ongoing pandemic has prevented us
from having the ‘knowledge sharing’ visits that we had planned
up to now. Of course, we have done our best to work together
virtually and maintain a collaborative team spirit. So, after about
18 months of speaking on Teams multiple times per week, the
Iveragh partners were excited to finally meet some of the Welsh
team in person and host them in south Kerry.
Arwel Jones (Gwynedd Council), Gwenan Griffith (Bangor
University), and Leonie Schulz (LIVE Knowledge Gatherer)
arrived in Waterville on the 22nd of November in beautiful
sunshine. The visit started with a project meeting in St Michael’s
Church in Waterville. This was the first time that the entire team
of Knowledge Gatherers has been together. It was an opportunity
for them to present their plans and progress to our partners
from Kerry County Council and South Kerry Development
Partnership. We were also joined by Dr Fidelma Butler and Dr
Pat Meere, the project leaders from University College Cork.
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These presentations sparked active conversations of the kind that are difficult
to have online. The focus regularly fell on the integrated nature of the work
on Llŷn, the bottom-up, collaborative nature of the Ecoamgueddfa, and the
importance of understanding the relationship between tourism and the host
region. The many similarities between the two peninsulas in their relationship
with tourism and development, their strong cultural and linguistic heritage,
and their landscapes were highlighted. It was also noted how motivating it is to
share ideas and speak to other communities about how they are working.
Even with social distancing and the difficulties of managing events during a
pandemic, there is no substitute for meeting people in person; mask-to-mask
is undoubtedly better than screen-to-screen. We very much look forward to
arranging a visit from Iveragh to Llŷn in the new year, and hopefully many
exchanges after that.
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Knowledge
Gathering
Projects

Knowledge gathering is central to LIVE. This term
is deliberately used to describe the team of people on
both peninsulas working hard to gather information
and fill in any gaps in existing knowledge. There
is such a diversity of themes that it can be difficult
to keep track of them all! Each of the programmes
also operates differently. Some of the themes involve
bringing together existing information that could,
for example, be too academic or inaccessible for
a non-expert or is known by some people but not
widely shared. Others focus more on carrying
out investigations to discover new information.
There is also a focus on long-term monitoring and
engagement projects that we hope will continue
beyond the project’s lifetime.
We started the year with five main themes: redbilled chough distribution and behaviour; common
lizard distribution; creating visual resources for
natural heritage; wildlife along walking routes; and
geological history.

The red-billed chough is
reasonably widespread on
both Llŷn and Iveragh but is
a very rare bird elsewhere. Its
acrobatic flight, iconic call, and
sociable behaviour are worth
celebrating in both places. We
have tried to raise its profile
through events and resources
and carried out a study to assess where on Iveragh
most chough spend the winter and what landscapes
they inhabit. This work had never been done before
and showed that the chough has a strong preference
for the type of low-intensity farmland and traditional
field boundaries that are so representative of Iveragh.
Understanding these links between the beautiful
farming landscapes of Iveragh and Llŷn and the
biodiversity that they provide is going to feature in
next year’s work.
Ireland has very few native vertebrates compared to
the UK and mainland Europe. Within that group,
there is only one lizard, the common lizard. But,
again, although people see lizards on Iveragh, there
was little knowledge about where exactly they are
found and how common they are. Work in 2021
provided a great baseline and included a successful
citizen science campaign where people could submit
their own sightings of common lizards. It showed
that the same habitats that are important for the
chough are also important for lizards. Finally, some
clear hotspot areas were identified. This work will
continue next summer but, for now, we are letting
sleeping lizards hibernate.
As well as these very specific topics, we
have also had a more general focus. Our
knowledge gatherers have been taking
photographs of the landscape and its
wild inhabitants (wildlife, not people!)
and gathering video footage to create a library of
resources. By the end of the project, these resources
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will be there for anyone to promote these regions’
natural heritage.
One of the significant outputs of the project this
year has been the creation of storymaps. These are
maps of existing walking trails in both regions but
produced to highlight particular areas or items of
interest. These maps amplify the plants and animals
that can be found on the various trails, highlighting
local businesses and sometimes folklore. These
maps are one of the more popular outputs on our
website, and we hope to build on our collection over
the coming year.
In addition to the wildlifefocused storymaps, in
Iveragh, we also have
a selection of geotrails,
highlighting areas you can see evidence of the
geological formation of the area. You can access all
the storymaps through our website.The geology
of Iveragh is dramatic, visible, and fascinating. We
thought it deserved a special focus of its own. We
have gathered field guides, learning resources, and
held numerous geology events. Unfortunately, we
are saying goodbye to our resident geologist, Anna
Collyer. Still, she has built up a bank of resources for
us that will be available on our website in the early
new year.
The second half of 2021 saw the addition of various
new themes and developments of the existing ones.
We now also focus on archaeology and geoheritage;
marine mammals; plankton, jellyfish, and the
legacy of Maude Delap; nocturnal wildlife; plants
through the seasons; pollinators and biodiversity in
the landscape; and the development of sustainable
tourism definitions for communities. There’s room
for a few more, so please do get in touch if you have
ideas.
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Keeping in touch

with Llŷn Iveragh Ecomuseums
Launched in January 2021, we are very proud of our website, www.
ecomuseumlive.eu. While primarily a tool for sharing information about
the project, we are delighted that it looks so well aesthetically. Recently
we have revamped the site, and it now contains more information and
outputs from our work through the year. Some of the new additions to
the website include a video gallery, the addition of several new blogs and
storymaps and an events calendar which contains the dates and details of
all our upcoming events.

www.ecomuseumlive.eu

Our project is bilingual with both English and Welsh as working
languages. In addition, the website and some of our resources and social
media content is also available in Irish. We would like to have more
Irish content but have not yet secured a regular translator for this work.
Promoting Irish and Welsh as living languages is integral to the aims of
LIVE, so we hope to resolve this in the near future.
In addition to the website, we have also got a very active social media
presence. Llŷn Iveragh Ecomuseums can be found on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram. We share information about events, local stories
of interest, and titbits of information about our research. Please follow us
to keep up to date with the project.
If you would like to contact us directly, you can also do so by email at
live@ucc.ie.
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